Hands Full of Blood

Under the Old Law, God required animal sacrifices. Every sin or transgression required some
type of sacrifice. Goats, lambs, bulls and birds were all part of this sacrificial system. Each
individual was required to give sacrifices. The individual was to bring the sacrifice to the priests.
In most instances, the individual killed the animal. The priest would then put the sacrifice on the
altar.

However, God was not simply pleased by animal sacrifice. God wanted the individual to be
repentant. God wanted the individual to have the right attitude of heart and mind. God was not
pleased if the individual offered the animal sacrifice while not thinking about his sin and God’s
mercy and grace.

In Isaiah Chapter One, God condemned the Israelites for their sins. He said that they offered
sacrifices according to the Law, but that they did not offer them with the right attitude. He told
them not to bring any more sacrifices. He was weary of them. In verse 15, He said their hands
were full of blood.

There are two possible things that God was saying in reference to their hands being full of blood.
He may have meant that all the blood from the sacrifices had done nothing but cover their hands.
All of that animal blood was completely worthless in doing away with their sins. Thus, they did
nothing but cover their hands with lots of animal blood.

The other possibility is that all men are guilty of the death of Jesus. Jesus had to die for our sins.
All men have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Thus, the sin of each of us killed Jesus.
If we obey God and do what is necessary for forgiveness, then we are washed clean and not found
in God’s eyes as sinners. At that point, we are not seen as having Jesus’ blood on our hands.
However, if we are not obeying God and receiving forgiveness, we do have the blood of Jesus on
our hands. We are seen to be as guilty of his crucifixion as those who were personally there when
He was crucified. Every person that is living in sin has hands full of Jesus’ blood.

Make sure that your hands are clean. Make sure that you are obeying God. Make sure that you
have the right frame of mind when you worship God.
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